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PENTKE  MAWR,  # 

ABERGELE. 

2H-7-54. 


Tn  the  Chairman  and  Members  nf  the 

Health  Committee, 

Abergele  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Milwater,  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  herewith  my  report  on  the  health  of  the  residents 
in  your  area  during  195r5. 

The  vital  statistics  do  not  differ  markedly  from  those  of 
England  and  Wales. 

Our  problems  have  not  changed  much  during  the  year.  The 
sewerage  scheme  at  Kinmel  Bay  has  made  some  progress,  and  I 
hope  that  next  year  I will  record  that  this  work  has  been  com- 
menced. Until  it  is  completed,  the  sanitary  state  of  much  of  the 
area  will  remain  most  unsatisfactory  and  dangerous. 

The  laying  of  the  new  sewer  in  Sydenham  Avenue  is  now 
proceeding. 

Extension  of  the  camping  menace  has  been  arrested.  I cannot 
describe  it  as  other  than  a menace  as  long  as  it  remains  relatively 
uncontrolled.  The  pressure  from  would-be  campers  remains  con- 
siderable and  the  temptation  for  land  owners  to  permit  caravans  and 
tents  to  occupy  unlicensed  sites  for  short  periods  is  considerable.  The 
sprawling,  unsightly,  noisy,  and  often  smelly  camps  are  not  only 
offensive  to  all  decent  residents  and  visitors,  but  are  dangerous. 
How  we  have  escaped  epidemics  is  inexplicable. 

The  housing  problems  still  persist.  About  150  houses  are  now 
unsuitable  for  human  habitation.  Some  might  be  brought  up  to  a 
passable  standard  by  the  expenditure  of  several  hundred  pounds  on 
each.  Economically,  renovation  may  be  well  worth  while.  Others 
should  be  demolished.  I hope  the  Council  will  face  the  problem 


soon. 
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I am  glad  to  note  that  tlie  Health  and  Housing  Committees 
have  been  amalgamated.  This  should  lead  to  “ housing  ” being 
co-ordinated  more  closely  with  preventive  medicine. 

While  it  is  not  within  the  purview  of  this  Council,  I would 
like  to  note  the  formation  of  a Voluntary  Ambulance  Corps  in 
Abergele.  The  Health  Committee  worked  hard  for  this  and  was 
able  to  convince  the  County  Council  that  an  Ambulance  Service 
in,  and  for,  Abergele  was  essential.  A full-time  driver  has  been 
appointed  and  a fine  team  of  volunteers  is  now  in  training.  The 
ambulance  should  be  delivered  soon,  and  I hope  that  it  will  ulti- 
mately be  housed  at  Pentre  Mawr — where  the  ambulance  staff  will 
be  stationed. 

I have  to  commend  the  work  of  Mr.  Frank  Evans,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  His  work  grows  each  year.  Growth  of  work  often 
leads  to  diminish  and  dilution  of  interest.  In  his  case,  it  seems  to 
increase  and  concentrate  interest.  The  other  departments,  led  by 
the  Clerk,  Mr.  Trefor  Jones,  and  by  Mr.  Gethin,  the  Surveyor,  have 
co-operated  most  happily  with  us  during  the  year,  and  I would 
express  m}^  sincere  thanks  to  them  for  many  kindnesses  and  for  the 
feeling  that  we  are  a team  with  a common  interest  and  aim. 

Lastly,  I must  thank  you,  Mr.  Hand,  for  your  ever  ready  help 
and  encouragement  over  the  years  of  your  Chairmanship.  Ours 
was  a happy  relationship  and  one  I feel  sure  of  benefit  to  Abergele. 
You  will,  I believe,  feel  that  you  have  handed  over  the  Chairman- 
ship of  the  Health  Committee  to  Mr.  Humphreys  Jones,  if  not 
with  regret,  at  least  with  satisfaction  that  the  department  under  your 
guidance  was  healthy. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Wm.  McKENDRICK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  ^ 

Area  of  District  (acres)  7965 

Reigstrar  General’s  Estimated  Population  (mid  1953)  ...  7099 

No.  of  inhabited  houses 2305 

Rateable  Value £47,578 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £187/3/0 

Live  Births  : 

Male  Female  Total 

Total 57  47  104 

Legitimate 51  44  95 

Illegitimate 6 3 9 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  15.1 

Comparability  figure  for  births 1.02 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 15.4 

Still- Births  : 

Total 1 1 2 

Legitimate 1 1 2 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  population  0.28 

Deaths  cf  Children  under  1 year  of  age  : 

Total 2 1 3 

Legitimate 2 1 3 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  births 29 

Deaths  cf  Infants  under  1 week  of  age  1 — 1 

Deaths 50  52  102 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  population 14.3 

Comparability  hgure  for  deaths 0.83 

Corrected  mortality  rate 11.9 

Deaths  from  : 

(1)  Pregancy 1 

(2)  Cancer 13 

(3)  Coronary  Thrombosis 13 

(4)  Circulatory  disease,  etc 51 


^ The  following  list  contrasts  the  vital  statistics  for  Abergele  in 
the  past  four  years  with  those  of  1953  and  with  those  of  England 
and  Wales  in  1953  : — 


Abergele 

England 

& Wales 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1953 

Population  

7395 

7575 

7327 

7180 

7099 

— 

Births 

Live  Birth  Rate 

137 

134 

114 

110 

104 

■ 

(corrected)  

18.5 

17.0 

15.7 

15.5 

15.4 

15.5 

StUl  Births 

5 

3 

2 

5 

2 

— 

Still-Birth  Rate 

0.8 

0.4 

0.27 

0.09 

0.28 

0.35 

Infant  Deaths 

2 

5 

3 

2 

3 

— 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ... 

14.6 

37.3 

26.2 

17.0 

29 

26.8 

Deaths 

90 

121 

118 

99 

102 

— 

Dteath  Rate  (corrected) 

12.1 

15.9 

12.7 

11.2 

11.9 

11.4 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

9.3 

0.70 

Again  the  Registrar  General  estimates  that  the  population  has 
fallen.  This  fall  is  not  easily  explained.  There  were  104  births 
and  102  deaths  so  that  a balance  was  achieved.  It  is,  of  course, 
impossible  to  assess  the  number  of  emigrants  and  immigrants.  The 
comparability  factor  of  0.83  is  almost  identical  with  that  of  1952 
and  indicates  a population  with  a large  proportion  of  elderly  people. 

The  figures  are  about  average.  The  low  population  makes  one 
extra  death  cause  a jump  in  the  mortality  figure.  This  is  especially 
noted  in  the  maternal  mortality  rate  where  one  death  gave  a rate 
ten  times  that  of  the  rest  of  the  country.  There  was,  in  fact,  only  one 
maternal  death  in  the  last  five  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  : — 

Total 

Male  Female  1953  1952 


Tuberculosis  of  lungs 
Syphilitic  disease  ... 
Cancer — 

Stomach 

Lungs 

Breast 

Uterus  ...  

Other 


0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

5 


0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

4 


0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

9 


2 

0 

2 

1 

9 

1 

9 


Total 

Diabetes 

Vascular  disease  of  nervous 
system 


7 6 13  13 

0 111 

7 10  17  24 


G 


Tota* 


Male 

Female 

19.53 

1952 

Coronary  diseases 

9 

4 

13 

19 

Hypertension,  etc 

1 

1 

2 

0 

Other  heart  diseases 

4 

7 

11 

9 

Other  circulatory  diseases  . 

6 

2 

8 

13 

Influenza 

0 

2 

2 

0 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

5 

3 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

4 

0 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis,  etc 

2 

1 

3 

0 

Ulcer  of  stomach 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Prostatic  disease 

2 

0 

2 

1 

Diseases  of  pregancy  

0 

1 

1 

0 

Congenital  malformations  . 

1 

2 

3 

0 

Other  diseases 

5 

10 

15 

9 

Accidents 

0 

0 

0 

2 

50 

52 

102 

99 

These  figures  show  that  the  main 

causes 

of  death 

are  much  as 

would  be  expected — heart  disease  (in 

its  various  forms),  cerebral 

haemorrhage  and  cancer  are  the  chief  causes. 

Lung  diseases — pneu- 

monia  and  bronchitis,  with  influenza. 

were  more  common  than  in 

the  previous  years.  The  maternal  death  concerns  a woman  who  died 

over  twelve  months  after  pregancy  terminated. 

The  following  table  gives  the  age  at  which  death  occurred  ; — ■ 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0—  1 

1 A 

2 

1 

3 

1 — 4 

5—  9 

1 



1 

10—14 



— 

— 

15—19 

— 

— 

— 

20—24 

— 

— 

— 

25—34 

1 

— 

1 

35^4 

1 

1 

2 

45—54 

7 

3 

10 

55—64 

7 

8 

15 

Over  65 

31 

39 

70 

50 

52 

102 

It  will  be  noted  that  7( 

)%  of  the  deaths  affected  persons  over  65 

years  of  age.  All  the  infant  deaths  concerned  children  who  had 

grave  congenital  defects. 
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® GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 


(a)  Bacteriological  : 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Kingsley  Smith,  has  proved  of  great  assistance  to  us  in  the  control 
of  disease.  Samples  of  water,  milk,  ice-cream,  and  other  foods,  are 
e.\a mined  for  bacterial  contamination  as  are  throat  swabs  and  other 
specimens  from  suspected  patients.  Details  are  given  later  in 
this  report. 

Samples  sent  b}/  doctors  also  receive  prompt  and  full  attention. 

(b)  Pathological  : 

The  laboratories  at  Royal  Alexandra  Hospital  and  at  Colwyn 
Bay  and  West  Denbighshire  Hospital  are  available  to  any  doctor 
who  wishes  to  have  material  examined  that  may  help  him  in  the 
investigation  or  treatment  of  disease. 

(c)  Water  : 

Water  is  tested  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway.  The 
report  states  if  the  sample  contains  pathogenic  germs  or  germs  that 
indicate  recent  pollution.  This  is  a most  valuable  service  and  one 
we  use  freely.  Dr.  Kingsley  Smith  has,  on  occasion,  gone  out  of 
his  way  to  help.  For  example,  when  the  filter  failed  at  Glyn  Lws, 
and  we  w'ere  concerned  as  to  alternative  supply,  he  gave  extra  time 
and  unusual  times  to  examining  and  advising  on  the  supply.  As  a 
result,  a very  anxious  period  was  safely  negotiated. 

26  samples  were  sent. 

Chemical  tests  are  made  periodically  of  the  water.  This  indi- 
cates that  the  gathering  ground  is  safe  (or  unsafe) . These  are  made 
at  the  Assay  Office,  Chester. 

(d)  Milk  and  Other  Foods  : 

Food  is  tested  for  contamination  by  samples  being  sent  by  the 
Sanitarj^  Inspector  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

Mr.  Evans,  Chief  Inspector  to  the  Denbigh  County  Council 
has  given  me  the  following  report  on  adulteration  of  food  in 
Abergele  ; — 

Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in 
Abergele  Urban  District  during  the  year  ended  Blst  December,  1953. 
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Not  Genuine  or 

Article  No.  taken  Genuine  Sub-Standard 


Milk 23  18  5 

Butter 1 1 — 

Sausage  2 2 — 

Ice  Cream 1 1 — 

Beer 1 1 — 

Rum 1 1 — 

Totals 29  24  5 


As  will  be  observed  from  the  above  Table,  five  samples  of  milk 
were  certified  to  be  “ not  genuine.”  In  four  instances,  the  defi- 
ciency was  in  the  solids-not-fat  content,  and  in  the  other  case  there 
was  a deficiency  in  fat,  but  in  no  case  was  there  any  added  water 
present,  nor  was  the  deficiency  sufficiently  large  to  justify  any 
further  action. 

All  other  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be 
genuine  and  free  from  all  prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring 
matter. 

(Signed)  THOS.  H.  EVANS, 

Chief  Inspector,  County  of  Denbigh. 

17  Vicarage  Hill, 

Wrexham. 

26th  April,  1954. 

Foods  tested  for  contamination  at  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory, Conway,  were  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector — they  were  : 


Milk  55 

Ice  Cream 58 


No  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  reported  to  me 
during  the  year.  No  doubt  the  pre-wrapping  of  foods  does  act  as 
a safeguard  and  consequently  food  poisoning  is  most  often  limited 
to  the  very  small  units.  But  too  much  dependance  must  not  be  put  on 
pre-wrapping — in  some  cases  the  shop  conditions  and  the  habits  of 
the  shopkeepers  could  bear  improvement. 

Ambulance  Facilities  : 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  trans- 
port to  and  from  hospital  for  those  whom  doctors  consider  need  it. 
The  day-to-day  administration  of  the  service  is  my  duty.  At  present 
Ambulances  serving  Abergele  are  stationed  at  Colwyn  Bay,  Llan- 
gerniew  and  Rhyl,  but  a new  ambulance  to  be  stationed  at  Abergele 
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been  ordered.  It  will  be  manned  by  a team  of  volunteers  who 
are  now  training,  assisted  by  one  full-time  employee  of  the  County 
Council. 

Vigorous  efforts  to  control  abuses  have  been  made  during  the 
year,  with  the  help  of  the  doctors,  and  this  has  been  effective. 
"Distance  transport  is  now  mainly  done  by  train.  It  is  found  that 
patients  travel  easier  in  a reserved  compartment,  either  sitting  or  on 
a stretcher.  The  railway  staff  see  to  the  comfort  and  transfer  of 
patients  at  termini  and  junctions — and  do  it  well. 

Nursing  in  the  Home  : 

Two  nurses  serve  the  district.  They  are  employed  by  the 
County  Council. 

Arrangements  are  made  as  required  to  supply  a Home  Help. 
Applications  may  be  made  to  the  Health  Visitor  or  to  me  when 
need  is  considered  to  exist.  I must  point  out,  however,  that  the 
Home  Help  is  not  available  except  to  homes  where  the  housewife  is 
temporarily  incapacitated. 

Clinics  : 

Clinics  are  provided  by  the  County  Council.  All  clinics  are  at 
present  concentrated  at  Pentre  Mawr.  There  is  a promise  that  a 
clinic  will  be  opened  in  the  Towyn  area  (probably  at  the  Old 
School,  Village  Centre)  as  soon  as  staff  is  available.  All  con- 
cerned agree  that  there  is  a need  for  this  clinic  and  the  delay  is 
unfortunate.  I hope  to  be  able  to  report  that  it  is  functioning  in 
my  next  report. 

The  following  list  shows  the  Clinics  now  held  in  the  area  : — 

1.  Child  Welfare  : 

Pentre  Mawr,  Abergele.  Alternate  Thursdays  at  2 p.m. 
Llanddulas — Beulah  Schoolroom  on  alternate  Mondays 
at  2 p.m. 

2.  Orthopaedic  : 

Colwyn  Bay  Clinic  on  alternate  Thursdays  at  11  a.m. 

3.  Tuberculosis  : 

Colwyn  Bay  Clinic  on  1st  and  3rd  Thursday  at  2 p.m. 

Rhyl — ordinary  clinic — Friday  9-0  to  12  noon  (26  Edward 
Henry  Street,  Rhyl) . 

Re-fill  Clinic  (do.)  Fridays,  2 p.m. 
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4.  Dental  CUnic  : By  appointment. 


Day  Nursery  : 

There  is  no  Day  Nursery  in  the  area. 


Tuberculosis  : 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  which  enable  me  to  pre- 
vent persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  engaging  in  the  milk 
trade ; nor  has  it  been  necessary  to  compel  any  person  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  to  go  to  Sanatoria. 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  distribution  of  new  cases 
notified  to  me  during  the  year  and  of  deaths  : — 


Age  Periods 


New  Cases  Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


0—  1 
1—  4 
5—  9 
10—14 
15—19 
2(1—24 
25—34 
35—44 
45—54 
55—64 
65  and 
upwards 

Totals 


The  following  shows  the  state  of  the  Tuberculosis  Register  on 
1/1/53  and  31/12/53,  and  for  comparison  those  on  the  list  on 
1/1/52  :— 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 
M.  F.  M.  F. 


1/1/53  32  24  2 2 60 

31/12/53  34  17  3 2 56 

1/1/52  38  23  2 1 64 


This  seems  to  indicate  that  the  numbers  are  falling.  In  fact, 
there  were  12  notifications  in  1952  and  12  in  1953,  but  with  the 
energetic  searching  for  contacts  by  Miss  Thomas,  the  Health  Visitor, 
specially  seconded  to  chest  work,  earlier  cases — and  therefore  cur- 
able cases — are  now  being  found.  Dr.  Morrison,  of  Abergele  Sana- 
torium, has  now  been  appointed  Chest  Physician  for  the  area  in  place 
of  Dr.  Clifford  Jones,  who  did  much  to  raise  the  standard  of  Tuber- 
culosis prevention  in  this  area.  I must  express  appreciation  of 
his  efforts, 
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The  following  table  shows  actual  work  done  by  the  Chest 
Physician  during  1953  : — 

New  Cases  and 

contacts  examined  Pulmonary  — Non-Pulmonary  — Total 

during  the  year.  M.  F.  Boys  Girls  M.  F.  Boys  Girls 


(a) 

(b) 

(c) 


Definitely 

tuberculous  6 3 2 1 — — 1 1 14 

Non-tuber- 

culous  34  32  20  17  — — — — 103 

Transfer  of 
tuberculous 

cases — — — — — — — — — 

Totals  ...  40  35  22  18  — — 1 1 117 


Number  of  old  and  new  attendances  at  the  dispensary  during 


1953  ...  263 

Number  of  domiciliary  visits  during  1953  ...  25 


Infectious  Diseases  : 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in 
the  area  during  1953.  There  were  no  deaths  ; — 


Influenzal  Pneumonia 
Broncho  Pneumonia 
Whooping  Cough  ... 

Pul.  T.B 

Other  forms  T.B.  ... 

Measles  

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  

Erysipelas  

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  

Poliomyelitis  

Totals  ... 


No.  of  cases  notified  at 
ages — years. 


1 

7 

•25 

10 

2 

213 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 


267 


ni 


<D 

T3 

a 


1) 

c 

0 

TD 

C 


CD 


No.  of  deaths  at 
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W ater  Supply  : 

I am  fateful  to  Mr.  J.  Round,  A.M.I.C.E.,  A.M.I.W.E.,  for 
the  following  statement  on  the  water  supply  for  the  Kinmel  Bay, 
Towyn  and  Abergele  areas  : — 
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“ The  information  I am  giving  is  substantially  the  same  as  1^ 
year  with  necessary  amendments  and,  of  course,  the  1953  statistics. 

The  Rhyl  Water  Undertaking’s  direct  source  of  supply  is  a 
gathering  ground  in  the  Parish  of  Llannefydd.  This  gathering 
ground  has  an  area  of  900  acres  and  an  average  annual  rainfall  of 
30.5  inches.  The  water  is  stored  in  two  impounding  reservoirs, 
Plas  Uchaf  (storage  capacity  50  million  gallons),  and  Dolwen 
(48  million  gallons).  This  source  is  supplemented,  except  during 
very  wet  periods  by  pumping  water  from  the  River  Aled  into  Plas 
Uchaf  Reservoir.  In  dry  weather  an  adequate  flow  in  the  River 
Aled  IS  maintained  by  releasing  water  from  two  other  impounding 
reservoirs,  Llyn  Aled  (375  million  gallons)  and  Aled  Isaf  (270  mil- 
lion galons),  situated  on  the  Denbigh  Moors,  near  Llansannan. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  at  a dosage  of  about  1 part  per  million 
as  it  leaves  Plas  Uchaf  Reservoir,  and  is  treated  at  Glascoed  Filter 
Station  by  pressure  filters  of  the  air  scour  type  using  sulphate  of 
alumina  as  a coagulant  and  sodium  carbonate  for  p.H  correction. 
0.5  parts  per  million  of  chlorine  are  added  after  filtration  for  final 
sterilization  of  the  water. 

Consumption  of  Water  in  Abergele  (estimated)  during  1953 


January  

February  

March 

April  

May 

June  

July 

August 

September 

October  

November 

December 


Total  monthly 
consumption 

9.501.000  gallons 

8.683.000  ,, 

10.089.000  ,, 

9.965.000  ,, 

11.332.000  ,, 

12.430.000  ,, 

15.134.000  ,, 

15.212.000  ,, 

11.704.000  ,, 

10.281.000  ,, 

9.911.000  ,, 

9.917.000  ,, 


■age  daily  consumption 
during  month 

306.000  gallons 

310.000  ,, 

325.000  ,, 

332.000  ,, 

366.000  ,, 

414.000  „ 

488.000  ,, 

491.000  ,, 

390.000 

332.000  „ 

330.000  ,, 

320.000  ,, 


Bacteriological  Tests  of  Treated  Water 

Number  taken ...  82 

Number  returned  as  Class  1 (Highly  Satisfactory)  ...  82 

Chemical  Analysis 

The  following  chemical  analysis  was  made  by  the  Counties 
Public  Health  Laboratories,  London  : — 

Appearance Bright  with  a very  slight  deposit  of  mineral  debris 

Turbidity Less  than  three  (3) 

Odour Nil 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide Trace 


13 


Total  Solids 1'^*^ 

Alkalinity  as  CaCo 

Colour 

P.H 7.1 

Electric  Conductivity 190 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride IH 

Hardness  : 

Total 60 

Carbonate  35 

Non-Carbonate ^5 

Nitrate  Nitrogen ‘^-8 

Nitrite  Nitrogen Less  than  0.01 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 0.00 

Oxygen  Absorbed 0.4O 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 0.020 

Residual  Chlorine Absent 

Metals  : 

Iron 0.050 

Other  metals  absent. 


This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
neutral  in  reaction,  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a trace  of  Iron 
(negligible) . The  water  is  soft  in  character  and  it  contains  no 
excess  of  salinity  or  mineral  constituents  in  solution. 

It  is  free  from  noticeable  colour  and  of  a very  satisfactory 
organic  quality. 

From  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis,  these  results  are  in- 
dicative of  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes. 

New  Works 

Plant  for  the  chlorination  of  the  raw  water  prior  to  filtration  was 
installed  at  Plas  Uchaf  Reservoir  in  April,  1953,  to  maintain  the 
cleanliness  of  the  raw  water  mains  and  service  reservoir,  to  assist 
the  main  filtration  plant,  and  to  provide  a further  direct  line  of 
defence  in  the  maintenance  of  a pure  supply. 

This  “ pre-chlorination  plant,”  which  is  a comparatively  new 
idea  in  water  engineering,  has  been  very  successful,  and  it  may  be 
added  that  the  raw  water  after  treatment  by  this  plant,  but  before 
filtration,  etc.,  is  now  Class  1 bacteriologically.” 

(Signed)  J.  ROUND, 

Engineer  and  Manager. 

The  Llanddulas  area  is  supplied  from  Glyn  Lws.  This  supply 
is  under  the  control  of  the  Abergele  Surveyor,  Mr.  Gethin.  The 
supply  is  hardly  adequate  for  the  demands  made  on  it  and  at  times, 
is  supplemented  by  the  Colwyn  Bay  supply.  The  water  is  chlorin- 
ated and  has  been  maintained  at  a highly  satisfactory  degree  of 
purity. 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act.  Outwork. 

(Sections  110  and  111) 

Three  persons  engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel  were  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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TABLE  I ^ 

ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1953 
General  Summary 

No.  of  complaints  received  and  attended  to 74 

No.  of  inspections  for  detection  of  nuisances 262 

No.  of  re-visits  in  connection  with  nuisances 97 

No.  of  nuisances  abated 44 

No.  of  nuisances  not  abated  but  work  in  hand 15 

No.  of  informal  notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  48 

No.  of  Formal  Notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  Nil 

No.  of  visits  re  Moveable  Dwellings  and  Camping  Sites 296 

No.  of  enquiries  re'  Infectious  Diseases 23 

No.  of  visits  to  Slaughterhouse 102 

No.  of  visits  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  sold 53 

No.  of  visits  to  Ice  Cream  Shops 69 

No.  of  samples  taken  of  Ice  Cream 58 

No.  of  visits  re  Milk  Control 142 

No.  of  samples  taken  of  Milk  Supply 64 

No.  of  visits  re  Water  Supply 40 

No.  of  Water  Samples  collected 26 

No.  of  visits  re  Rodent  Control 28 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Factories 10 

No.  of  Miscellaneous  visits 167 

No.  of  Interviews 312 

No.  of  visits  re  Shops  Acts 98 

No.  of  visits  re  Refuse  and  Salvage 158 

TABLE  II 
Sanitary  Defects 

No.  of  Defective  or  choked  drains 23 

No.  of  Defective  W.C.  accommodation  and  Sanitary  fittings  4 

No.  of  Defects  in  water  supply  fittings Nil 

No.  of  Defective  Pails,  or  absence  of  pails 5 

No.  of  Dilapidated  refuse  bins,  or  absence  of  bins 2 

No.  of  Defective  roofs  and  chimney  stacks 9 

No.  of  Defective  rainwater  fittings 6 

No.  of  Damp  conditions  in  houses 4 

No.  of  Miscellaneous  nuisances 19 
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TABLE  III 
Housing  Statistics 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(a)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for 

housing  defect  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts)  46 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 8 

(c)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  that 
referred  to  under  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not 

to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation 38 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 


quence of  informal  action 29 

3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal  notices 

under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  1 

4.  Demolition  as  a result  of  informal  action. 

Number  of  individually  unfit  houses  demolished  by 

the  owners Nil 

5.  Number  of  premises  demolished  as  a result  of  formal 

action  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  Nil 

6.  Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  Undertakings 


were  accepted  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  6 


HOUSING 

During  the  year  the  Local  Government  Miscellaneous  Provi- 
sions Act  came  into  force.  One  of  its  Sections  gave  to  local 
authorities  a most  useful  power,  that  of  being  able  to  make  a Closing 
Order  on  a whole  house  instead,  as  formerly,  on  a part  only  of  a 
house.  The  wise  use  of  this  Section  is  likely  to  prove  beneficial 
when  action  is  desired  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  re-occupation  of  a 
single  house  in  a terrace  of  houses,  whose  demolition,  though  desir- 
able, must  be  postponed. 

The  Housing  and  Rents  Bill,  which  is  expected  to  become  law 
in  the  very  near  future,  will  impose  on  local  authorities  a definite 
duty  to  formulate  a scheme  for  dealing  with  all  houses  in  their  areas 
which  are  in  need  of  demolition  or  repair.  A survey  will  have  to  be 
made  and  a programme  approved  by  the  Ministry.  A recent 


18 


circular  from  the  Ministry  urged  local  authorities  not  to  wait  for  this 
Bill  to  be  enacted,  but  to  resume  their  full  powers,  as  contained  in 
the  Housing  Act,  1986,  of  dealing  with  unfit  houses. 

The  effect  of  this  legislation  should  be  appreciated  by  the 
Council,  as  it  involves  the  formulation  of  a positive  and  compre- 
hensive housing  programme  and  policy. 

The  Council’s  house  building  programme  must  be  related  to 
and  integrated  with  their  proposals  for  the  clearance  of  slums  and 
unfit  houses. 

The  Council’s  house-letting  policy  should  have  very  close 
regard  to  the  needs  of  families  occupying  unfit  houses. 

There  appears  to  be  the  need  for  more  variety  in  the  size  of 
the  new  houses  which  are  being  built  by  Councils  generally.  Many 
houses  included  in  areas  which  must  be  dealt  with  by  Clearance 
Order  procedure  are  at  present  occupied  by  one  person  or  an  aged 
couple.  Their  needs  would  be  adequately  met  by  the  building  of 
one-bedroom  bungalows  or  fiats,  or  even  in  some  cases  by  " bed- 
sitters.” Such  accommodation  could  be  built  at  a considerably  less 
cost  than  the  almost  universal  three-bedroomed  Council  house.  The 
housing  needs  of  single  persons  and  the  aged  persons  should  receive 
more  careful  consideration. 

The  position  regarding  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  unfit  houses 
in  our  area,  on  which  I reported  last  year,  remains  virtually  un- 
changed. The  new  Housing  Bill  focuses  a ray  of  hope  on  to  this 
dark  problem.  The  practical  difficulties,  however,  remain.  Clear- 
ance of  unfit  houses  cannot  take  place  until  new  houses  are  provided : 
building  costs  are  high,  resulting  in  high  rents  ; drainage  and  sewer- 
age difficulties  remain  to  be  solved  ; and  the  sufficiency  of  building 
sites  must  be  carefully  considered. 

The  full  use  and  the  best  use  must  be  made  of  all  existing 
properties.  It  is  hoped  that  the  new  Bill  will  enable  more  repair 
work  to  be  carried  out.  Throughout  the  year  the  emphasis  has 
again  been  on  keeping  houses  wind  and  weathertight  and  free  from 
serious  nuisance.  Very  little  work  in  the  way  of  ‘‘  major  improve- 
ment ” has  been  carried  out.  A small  number  of  individually 
unfit  houses  has  been  dealt  with  and  undertakings  accepted  that 
they  would  not  be  used  for  habitation. 

The  number  of  requisitioned  houses  is  now  decreasing  consider- 
ably. In  almost  every  case  the  requisitioning  of  a house  has 
proved  unsatisfactory  to  the  Council,  the  owner  and  the  occupier. 
Usually  peculiar  difficulties  arise  which  are  difficult  to  resolve. 

The  sub-letting  of  houses  creates  problems,  particularly  with 
regard  to  the  provision  of  adequate  and  readily  accessible  items  of 
domestic  accommodation.  The  pov'ers  in  the  new  Housing  Bill  to 
deal  with  this  problem  are  welcomed. 
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^ Every  effort  is  made  to  control  the  problem  of  the  occupation 
of  huts  or  temporary  buildings.  Many  such  premises,  situated  in 
the  back  gardens  in  the  Towyn  and  Kinmel  Bay  areas,  are  used 
during  the  summer  months  as  holiday  accommodation.  Steps  are 
being  considered  to  deal  with  this  practice,  as  there  is  the  ever- 
present danger  of  the  occupation  becoming  permanent.  These  huts 
cannot  be  made  into  fit  houses  ; almost  invariably  they  were 
originally  intended  for  purposes  other  than  that  of  habitation. 
Energetic  steps  are  taken  when  new  cases  are  discovered,  but  there 
remains  a considerable  number  of  these  “ temporary  ” buildings, 
many  of  which  have  in  fact  been  in  existence  for  many  years. 

Although  it  may  not  be  apparent,  during  the  year  a useful 
contribution  to  solving  the  problem  was  made  by  taking  preventa- 
tive action  wherever  practicable. 

CONTROL  OF  CAMPING  SITES 

The  camping  activities  in  our  area  have  for  some  time  been 
very  firmly  established,  and  official  recognition  of  this  fact  is  made 
by  the  Planning  Authority,  who,  in  the  Development  Plan,  show 
it  to  be  a permanent  feature  of  the  area. 

At  the  present  time,  about  two  hundred  acres  of  land  between 
Pensarn  and  Kinmel  Bay  are  licensed  as  camping  sites,  while  a 
further  tw'enty-seven  acres  are  licensed  in  the  Llanddulas  area.  In 
addition  there  is  a small  number  of  licensed  caravan  sites  in  other 
parts  of  our  area. 

These  licensed  camping  sites  accommodate  a total  of  about 
six  thousand  moveable  dwellings.  The  majority  of  the  dwellings  are 
caravans,  but  we  also  have  a number  of  chalets,  bungalows  or  huts, 
and  a diminishing  number  of  converted  bus-bodies,  and  other  dis- 
carded vehicle  bodies. 

In  addition  a number  of  fields  in  the  Towyn  area  are  used  for  a 
few  weeks  to  accommodate  people  bringing  tents  and  organised 
camps  under  canvas,  such  as  Boy  Scout  organisations  and  the  like. 

During  the  peak  of  the  holiday  season,  the  camping  sites  prob- 
ably carry  a population  of  about  thirty  thousand,  w'hich  is  about 
four  times  as  large  as  the  normal  resident  population  in  the  whole 
urban  district. 

The  Camping  Sites  lie  mainly  in  that  part  of  our  area  which  is 
not  yet  served  by  a sewerage  scheme,  and  the  difficulties  in  this 
connection  will,  therefore,  be  readily  appreciated. 

The  Council’s  scheme  for  sewering  a portion  of  this  area  is 
now  well  advanced,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  construction  work  w'ill 
be  put  in  hand  at  an  early  date.  The  enormity  of  this  scheme  is 
inclined  to  re-act  unfavourably  when  the  proposals  to  sewer  other 
parts  of  the  area  come  up  for  consideration,  because  of  the  very 
heavy  financial  burden  which  will  have  to  be  carried. 
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It  should  be  accepted  that  if  the  camping  industry  is  officially 
recognised  as  a permanent  feature  of  the  area,  proper  provisions 
must  be  made  for  securing  good  environmental  conditions.  It  is  not 
unreasonable  to  e.xpect  that  when  these  amenities  are  provided,  the 
people  deriving  benefit  therefrom  should  make  an  appropriate  con- 
tribution to  their  cost. 

During  the  year  no  new  camping  sites  came  into  use,  although  a 
number  of  applications  for  consent  were  made,  both  to  the  Council 
and  to  the  Planning  Authority. 

These  applications  were  refused  because  of  difficulties  regarding 
sewage  disposal  and  because  the  sites  were  not  situated  in  the 
camping  zones  as  proposed  in  the  Planning  Scheme.  A number 
of  appeals  against  the  refusals  of  the  Planning  Authority  were  made, 
but  these  were  dismissed.  I attended  these  appeals  and  in  some 
cases  gave  evidence  in  support  of  the  Planning  Authority. 

The  siting  of  a small  number  of  caravans  or  of  single  caravans 
on  isolated  sites  and  in  the  back  gardens  of  dwellings  is  a problem 
which  causes  a great  deal  of  difficulty.  The  legislation  appears  to 
favour  the  camper  and  at  the  same  time  imposes  a tiresome  burden 
on  the  local  authority.  A number  of  such  cases  of  camping  were 
dealt  with  during  the  year,  in  co-operation  with  the  Planning 
Authority. 

With  regard  to  the  licensed  sites,  there  is  ample  evidence  that 
the  proprietors  are  ready  to  co-operate  with  the  Council  in  improv- 
ing the  standard  of  camping.  The  proprietors  are  making  continued 
efforts  to  remove  from  their  sites  all  sub-standard  vans,  discarded 
vehicle-bodies  and  other  undesirable  types  of  dwellings.  The  use  of 
dwellings  on  the  camps  for  the  purpose  of  permanent  habitation  is 
very  strongly  discouraged.  Some  time  must  inevitably  elapse  before 
these  two  unsatisfactory  features  are  finally  eliminated. 

The  problems  of  refuse  disposal  and  sewage  disposal  on  the 
camping  sites  are  of  concern  both  to  the  camp  proprietor  and  to  the 
Council.  It  is  more  than  difficult  to  give  a satisfactory  refuse 
collection  service  because  of  the  disproportionately  high  increase  in 
the  summer  population.  This  has  led  in  some  cases  to  the  installa- 
tion of  incinerators,  a practice  which  can  be  the  cause  of  serious 
nuisance  unless  very  careful  steps  are  taken  to  control  their  use. 

Two  final  problems  which  cause  concern  in  connection  with 
camping  sites  are  the  control  of  infectious  diseases  and  the  pre- 
cautions against  risk  of  fire.  The  Council  has  requested  that  camp 
proprietors  should  keep  a register  of  persons  staying  on  the  camp 
so  that  better  control  can  be  established  in  event  of  an  outbreak 
of  an  infectious  disease.  The  recommendations  of  the  Chief  Fire 
Officer  have  been  circulated  to  all  camp  proprietors,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  they  will  co-operate  in  this  very  vital  matter. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


With  very  few  exceptions  all  the  properties  in  the  Abergele 
and  Pensarn  area  are  connected  to  the  main  sewerage  scheme.  The 
disposal  arrangements  are  now  considered  to  be  inadequate  to  cope 
with  the  Council’s  new  housing  scheme  at  Sydenham  Avenue  and 
the  new  school  which  is  being  erected  there.  A scheme  of  improve- 
ment of  the  disposal  works  at  Pensarn  is  now  in  hand,  and,  it  is 
hoped,  will  be  carried  out  at  an  early  date.  Any  delay  in  the 
execution  of  this  scheme  will  hold  up  the  building  of  the  houses, 
and  these  houses  are  urgently  required. 

A group  of  about  twenty  houses  in  Llanfair  Road  is  not  connected 
to  the  Council’s  sewer,  which  at  the  present  time  terminates  at  a 
point  about  three  hundred  yards  distant.  The  sewage  disposal 
arrangements  are  not  entirely  satisfactory,  and  consideration  might 
well  be  given  to  making  available  a connection  to  a sewer. 

The  Council’s  most  serious  sewage  disposal  problem  lies  in  the 
Towyn  and  Kinmel  Bay  areas,  where  overflowing  cesspools  and 
polluted  ditches  are  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception.  The  long- 
awaited  commencing  date  of  the  Towyn  and  Kinmel  Bay  Sewerage 
Scheme  is  at  last  drawing  near,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  next 
report  of  this  kind  it  will  be  possible  to  report  actual  progress  of 
the  constructional  work.  When  this  scheme  is  completed,  unless 
new  proposals  are  put  in  hand,  there  will  be  just  one  comparatively 
small  gap  in  the  whole  of  the  coastal  strip  from  Pensarn  to  the 
urban  boundary  at  the  Clwyd  estuary,  which  will  not  be  served 
by  a public  sewer.  This  gap  consists  of  land  carrying  a heavy 
camping  development.  It  is  situated  in  the  Planning  Authority’s 
proposed  zone  for  camping,  and  provision  should  be  made  for  it. 

On  account  of  the  cost,  a proposal  to  provide  sewerage  facilities 
at  St.  George  Village  has  had  to  be  postponed.  It  is  understood, 
however,  that  the  Local  Education  Authority  propose  to  instal  such 
facilities  at  the  school  premises. 

The  village  of  Llanddulas  is  not  completely  sewered  ; the  posi- 
tion in  the  north-westerly  part  of  the  village  is  not  satisfactory.  It 
is  understood  that  re-construction  works  at  the  sewage  disposal  site 
are  contemplated,  and  it  is  hoped  that  when  this  work  is  carried 
out,  consideration  will  be  given  to  the  unsewered  parts  of  the  village. 
Owing  to  the  rocky  nature  of  the  sub-soil,  it  has  not  been  considered 
practicable  to  provide  any  sewerage  scheme  for  the  village  of  Rhyd- 
y-Foel.  In  a large  proportion  of  the  dwellings,  sanitary  pails  are 
used,  and  these  are  emptied  weekly  by  the  Council’s  employees. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  Council’s  new  public  conveniences  in  Towyn  and  Kinmel 
Bay  came  into  use  during  the  year,  and  during  the  holiday  season 
proved  to  be  a useful  amenity. 
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Difficulty  with  regard  to  the  acquisition  of  a suitable  site  pre- 
vented the  Council  from  proceeding  with  the  proposal  to  construct 
a public  convenience  in  Pensarn. 

In  Abergele  town,  the  need  for  a public  convenience  near  the 
car  park  is  becoming  more'  apparent,  and  proposals  have  been 
considered. 

In  Llanddulas  there  is  no  public  convenience.  It  was  hoped 
that  such  facilities  would  be  provided  in  connection  with  the  old 
Lifeboat  House.  If  this  scheme  is  finally  abandoned,  consideration 
could  quite  well  be  given  to  the  provision  of  a public  convenience 
when  the  proposed  re-construction  works  at  the  sewage  disposal  site 
are  put  in  hand.  The  continuing  increase  in  the  popularity  of  the 
Beach  House  area  warrants  the  consideration  of  the  provision  of 
some  facilities  there. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  joint  scheme  with  the  Aled  Rural  District  Council  has 
continued  to  operate  smoothly  during  the  year.  The  two  Authorities 
jointly  employ  one  Rodent  Operator,  each  Authority  bearing  the 
cost  of  his  services  when  he  is  engaged  in  its  area. 

By  regular  visiting,  any  infestations  are  found  and  dealt  with 
before  they  reach  serious  proportions,  and  the  sewers  are  treated 
twice  a year. 

Difficulty  sometimes  arises  in  convincing  the  occupiers  of 
premises  that  they  are  the  persons  responsible  for  dealing  with 
rodent  infestations. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

During  the  year  no  complaint  of  smoke  nuisance  from  indus- 
trial premises  was  received.  This  reflects  creditably  on  the  manage- 
ment of  what  few  factory  premises  we  have  in  the  area. 

FACTORIES 

It  was  not  necessary  during  the  year  to  issue  any  notices  to  the 
occupiers  of  factories. 

In  three  cases  notifications  were  received  of  persons  employed 
as  outworkers  in  connection  with  the  making  of  wearing  apparel, 
and  visits  to  their  homes  showed  conditions  to  be  satisfactory. 

SHOPS  ACTS  ADMINSTRATION 

During  the  holiday  season  it  was  found  that  a number  of 
traders  were  dealing  in  the  retail  sale  on  Sundays  of  fried  fish  and 
chips  in  contravention  of  Section  47  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950.  All 
the  persons  concerned  were  interviewed  and  the  requirements  of  the 
Act  were  explained  to  them.  In  one  case  it  was  necessary^  to  take 
proceedings  in  the  local  court  for  three  offences  against  the  Section. 
Convictions  were  obtained,  fines  were  imposed,  and  costs  awarded. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 


The  time  required  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  necessary  repairs 
and  the  provision  of  new  equipment  proved  much  more  lengthy 
than  was  anticipated,  and  it  was  not  until  the  20th  July,  1958,  that 
the  Slaughterhouse  was  again  re-opened. 

The  table  which  appears  later  shows  that  every  animal  killed 
was  inspected  prior  to  release  to  the  butchers’  shops.  Once  more  it 
is  my  pleasure  to  report  that  the  ready  co-operation  and  assistance 
of  the  manager  and  the  slaughtermen  lightened  my  meat  inspection 
duties. 

Generally  speaking,  the  animals  sent  for  slaughter  were  healthy, 
the  condemnations  being  mostly  concerned  with  " casualties  ” sent 
in  because  of  some  accident  or  some  condition  which  it  was  con- 
sidered not  orofitable  to  treat. 

i. 

Whenever  it  was  considered  desirable,  the  Animal  Health 
Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  was  informed 
of  the  farm  of  origin  of  diseased  animals. 

During  the  year  twenty-six  samples  were  collected  from  the 
public  water  supplies — nineteen  from  the  Glyn  Lws  supply  and 
seven  from  the  Rhyl  U.D.C.  supply.  All  samples  were  reported 
on  by  the  Bacteriologist  as  being  “ Class  I — Highly  Satisfactory.” 

A constant  and  regular  check  on  all  milk  supplies  was  main- 
tained, and  fifty-five  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examin- 
ation. Hiese  were  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Pasteurised 


85 

4 

14 

2 


Sterilised 

Tuberculin  Tested 


Ungraded 


All  samples  were  found  to  satisfy  the  prescribed  standards. 

All  supplies  of  milk  sold  raw  in  the  area  were  sampled  and 
examined  biologically  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli.  It  is  very 
satisfactory  to  note  that  all  nine  samples  gave  a negative  result. 

A most  noteworthy  development  during  the  year  in  the  control 
of  milk  supplies  was  the  scheme  for  the  inclusion  of  Abergele  in  a 
” specified  area  ” in  which  only  ” Specially  Designated  ” milk  is 
allowed  to  be  sold.  Co-operation  and  assistance  was  given  to  the 
Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  establishing  this  area,  and  by 
the  end  of  the  year  only  the  last  formalities  had  to  be  carried  out. 
The  operation  of  the  scheme  actually  commenced  on  the  1st  April, 


1954. 
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It  is  very  satisfactory  to  report  that  of  the  fifty-eight  sam*s 
of  ice-cream  which  were  collected,  forty-nine  were  classified  as 
tirade  1 and  the  remaining  nine  as  Grade  2. 

No  samples  fell  into  Grades  3 or  4. 

The  results  of  the  tests  carried  out  on  the  samples  of  milk  and 
ice-cream  proved  how  well  the  standards  laid  down  by  legislation 
were  observed  by  the  distributors  of  these  two  articles  of  food.  Not 
less  important  is  the'  personal  behaviour  of  food  handlers  when 
carrying  out  their  duties  of  preparation  and  sale  of  foodstuffs.  The 
simplest  and  most  essential  precautions  are  sometimes  the  least 
obvious  and  the  least  practised.  During  the'  year  I gave  a number 
of  talks  on  food  hygiene  to  interested  organisations. 

REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE 

By  resolution  of  the  Couneil,  on  the  retirement  of  the  former 
Surveyor,  the  control  of  the  Refuse  Service  was  transferred  to  me, 
and  I assumed  this  duty  on  the  9th  May,  1953. 

At  that  time,  two  vehicles  were  in  use,  one  a Karrier  Bantam 
which  had  been  in  operation  since  1946,  and  the  second  a Fordson 
which  the  Council  had  purchased  in  1951.  Seven  workmen  were 
employed. 

On  my  recommendation,  during  the  summer  months  a third 
vehicle  was  brought  into  use,  the  second  Karrier  Bantam  pur- 
chased by  the  Council  in  1946 — and  an  additional  workman  was 
engaged. 

Under  normal  conditions  a weekly  collection  of  refuse  and 
salvage  was  maintained.  During  the  holiday  season  a more  frequent 
collection  from  shops  and  camping  sites  was  found  to  be  necessary. 

The  additional  burden  thrown  on  to  this  service  during  the 
holiday  season  is  an  exceptionally  heavy  one.  The  population 
increases  by  four  hundred  per  cent.  It  is  just  not  practicable  to 
increase  the  number  of  vehicles  and  the  number  of  employees  by  a 
similar  ratio.  It  will,  therefore,  be  readily  appreciated  that  during 
the  holiday  season  a very  heavy  task  indeed  has  to  be  undertaken 
by  this  service. 

The  average  ratepayer  is  concerned  solely  with  the  collection 
of  the  refuse  and  salvage  from  his  house  or  shop.  The  final  dis- 
posal of  this  waste  matter  is  of  little  or  not  interest  to  him. 

The  proper  disposal  of  refuse  is  a task  no  less  important  than 
its  efficient  collection.  The  disposal  of  salvage  during  the  year 
realised  the  sum  of  over  i;7()(),  which,  of  course,  is  off-set  against 
the  total  cost  of  the  service.  I am  convinced  that  with  more  co- 
operation from  the  general  public,  more  salvage  could  be  collected 
and  sold  and  the  proceeds  used  further  to  lighten  the  rate  burden. 


In  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  a fall  in  the  price 
obtained  for  paper  salvage,  but  the  prices  now  appear  to  be 
stabilised.  The  details  of  salvaged  materials  for  the  financial  year 
1958-54  are  as  follows  : — 


Type  Weight  Value 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs.  £ s d 

Mixed  Paper  58  17  8 — 382  15  8 

Newsprint  — 18  2 — 9 5 0 

Books  and  Magazines  1 — 2 — 8010 

Fibreboard  ...  ..^ 27  — — — 231  13  3 

Rags 2 8 2 11  38  6 0 

Metals  8 12  — — 37  11  3 


Total 98  17  1 11  £707  12  0 


There  are  no  facilities  for  weighing  the  refuse  collected,  and 
consequently  it  is  not  practicable  to  furnish  a detailed  statement  as 
to  the  costs  of  the  service.  The  total  gross  expendiure  during  the 
year  amounted  to  £4,361.  This  figure  includes  the  labour,  all 
expenses  in  connection  with  the  vehicles,  including  loan  charges 
and  also  the  sum  of  approximately  £150  expended  on  Beach  House 
Tip. 

The  problem  of  refuse  disposal  is  one  which  will  in  summer 
time  always  be  a difficult  one,  chiefly  due  to  the  very  large  quantity 
of  very  bad  refuse  from  the  camping  sites. 

In  early  June,  a joint  report  was  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  the  Surveyor  and  myself  regarding  refuse  disposal  sites, 
making  particular  reference  to  the  Sea  Road,  Abergele,  site  and 
the  Beach  House,  Llanddulas,  site.  Arising  out  of  the  considera- 
tion of  that  Report,  it  was  decided,  as  we  had  recommended,  to 
continue  tipping  at  Beach  House,  Llanddulas.  The  question  of  the 
selecting  of  an  alternative  site  was  deferred  as  it  was  felt  that  some 
time  must  elapse  before  tipping  operations  at  Beach  House  could 
be  satisfactorily  concluded. 

As  a first  step  the  fire  which  was  burning  in  one  area  of  the 
tip  was  successfully  dealt  with  by  the  Fire  Service.  This  was 
followed  by  two  other  outbreaks  of  fire,  one  on  the  26th  June  and 
one  on  the  6th  July.  It  is  thought  that  these  two  fires  had  been 
ignited  either  deliberately  or  accidentally  by  some  unauthorised 
person. 

After  these  mishaps,  by  careful  working  and  ever  vigilant  con- 
trol, very  good  progress  was  made  until  a large  area  of  “ made  ” 
land  was  created  for  future  use. 
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There  is  need  now  to  give  consideration  to  an  alternative  ^s- 
posal  site.  There  arc  many  adverse  features  connected  with  refuse 
disposal  at  Beach  House.  The  site  is  open,  and  therefore  subject 
to  interference.  It  is  very  exposed,  lacking  in  suitable  covering 
material,  and  is  rather  distant  from  the  main  areas  of  collection.  It 
has  for  a long  time  been  used  as  a “ dump,”  and  it  is  subject  to 
attack  from  the  sea  at  times  of  gale  and  high  tides. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  refuse  disposal  operations  have  been 
completed,  a useful  area  of  land  will  have  been  created. 

DETAILS  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED  AT  THE  ABATTOIR 
Beef  : 


(a)  Complete  Carcases  ; — 

lbs. 

Cows — Generalised  Tuberculosis Nil 

8 Cows — Other  Diseases 1360 

Oxen — Generalised  Tuberculosis  Nil 

Oxen — Other  Diseases Nil 

(b)  Part  Carcases  and  Organs  ; — 

10  Cows — Localised  Tuberculosis 272 

25  Cows — Other  Diseases 502 

5 Oxen — Localised  Tuberculosis 182 

87  Oxen — Other  Diseases 1880 


Pork  : 


(a)  Complete  Carcases  : — 

1 Pig — Generalised  Tuberculosis 260 

1 Pig — Other  Diseases 160 

(b)  Part  Carcases  and  Organs  : — 

21  Parts — Localised  Tuberculosis 221 

11  Parts — Other  Diseases 108 

Veal  : 

4 Complete  Calf  Carcases 158 

1 Part  Carcase  and  Organ  8 

(All  non-Tubercular  Conditions) 

Mutton  and  Lamb  : 

18  Complete  Sheep  Carcases 826 

46  Part  Carcases  and  Organs 180 

(All  non-Tubercular  Conditions) 

Total  Weight  Condemned 2 Tons,  4 cwts.,  8 qrs.,  4 lbs. 


OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED 


Canned  Fruit TO.'! 

Canned  Vegetables 2H1) 

Canned  Milk ()52 

Canned  Meat 

Canned  Soup  124 

Canned  Fish 22 

Dried  Fruit 2cS 

Bacon H) 

Smoked  Fish  14 

Beef 222 

Pork 122 


Total  Weight  Condemned 1 Ton,  5 cwts.,  1 qr.,  7 lbs. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

e.xcludiiig 

Cows 

Caw.-^ 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

I’igs 

Number  Killed  

262 

55 

82 

2058 

240 

Number  Inspected  

262 

55 

82 

2(  )58 

240 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

Nil 

• ) 

• > 

4 

20 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

H7 

25 

1 

46 

1 1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

T uberculosis  

22% 

51% 

6% 

6% 

o% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
condemned  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

r» 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

21 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

1 

‘ o 

1'^  /(, 

Nil 

Nil 

6% 

